
WHITING LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

MINUTES -- MAY 8, 2017  

 
Prior to the start of the meeting, the death of former Trustee, Mary Lou Farr was noted and a 

moment of silence was observed in her memory. 

 
Meeting was called to order by Chair, Kathy Pellett with all members present.  John Holme made 

a correction (both trustees and Library are covered by town insurance) to the minutes of April 10 

meeting.  Motion to approve the Minutes with correction was made by M. Bock, seconded by D. 

Lord and approved by all. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: A question was raised why “Unrealized Gain/Loss” is included in the 

monthly Profit/Loss report.  Mariette will follow up with Cil and report back at the next meeting. 

 

Fundraising: Fund-raising letters will be sent in late May/early June.  Goal is $15,000 for the 

year.  It was discussed that since culling the list from last year, we are now mailing to 

approximately 600+ households.  This number is down from previous years, yet our mailing nets 

the same amount each year.  Last year trustees personalized the letters with handwritten notes, 

hand-addressed the envelopes and affixed stamps instead of using the postage meter.  This 

seemed to help increase responses, but trustees still are seeking how we can further increase 

donations.  It was suggested augmenting the list with patrons and Sharon will look into whether 

we can do this.  Also the idea of promoting the annual fund drive inside the library, so all 

patrons, especially those who are not on our mailing list have an opportunity to learn of our fund 

drive.  The idea of a visual such as a thermometer was discussed so progress can be noted.  D. 

Lord will look into this.  Kathy will write a letter to all 3 local papers to announce fund drive. 

 

Director’s Report:  New heating and AC work has begun.  Sharon is coordinating with town. 

April book group well attended with 13 participants.  May book is River Gods by Wilbur Smith 

is May 10.  The Raptor program presented by Southern Vermont Natural History Museum was 

well attended by 45 people of all ages.  Children’s programs: 10 free programs this summer in 

coordination with the Nature Museum.  All other children’s programs, including the CAES After 

School Program continues to go well. 

 

Solicitation Policy:  There was much discussion on a number of issues.  It was agreed to 

postpone adoption of new policy until the June meeting so all concerns could be addressed.   

 

Revised Job Descriptions:  Children’s Librarian and Substitute Library Assistant job 

descriptions revised to include requirement of criminal background checks as these positions 

deal with working alone with children.  J. Holme moved to accept; seconded by C. King and 

approval by all. 

 

By-Laws: As adopted February 13, published March 1 are now officially effective. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by J. Holme, seconded by J. Buchanan and approved by all.  Next 

meeting is June 12 at 9:30 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Stephanie Whitney-Payne, Secretary 


