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Whiting Library
Policy Regarding Collection Development

1. General Principles of Selection

Whiting Library seeks to develop and maintain a well-balanced collection of the best
and most useful print and non-print materials available for the informational and
recreational, needs of the community. To this end, the Library endorses the "Library
Bill of Rights" and the "Freedom to Read" statement of the Amerlcan Library
Association. (See attached)

2. Responsibility

The responsibility for selection of Library materials is delegated to the Librarian with
the help and assistance of the Children's Librarian and other staff members.

3. Criteria for Selection of Materials

The first two considerations in selection are relevance to the community and to the
existing collection.

The purchase, acceptance as gift, and retention of materials are considered on the basis of
the following objectives:

Importance of the subject matter
Timeliness or permanence

Quality of the writing or production
Factual accuracy and authoritativeness
Readability and popular appeal
Sincerity and responsibility of opinion
Format appropriate to use

Price

Recommendations from the public, including the Board of Trustees, are welcome and
will be given careful consideration.

The Library attempts to acquire authoritative books and materials representingall points
of view and all sides of controversial issues. Works of fiction that might be considered
experimental, objectionable or sensational by some members of the community may
nevertheless be acquired for the collection if they meet the general criteria. Presence of an
item in the Library does not indicate endorsement of its content by the Library.

The Library does not attempt to develop a comprehensive research collection in any one
field, with the exception of local history, or to collect books that are of primary interest to
the scholar or specialist. Works of this nature, if available, will be obtained through inter-
library loans. The Library does not purchase textbooks or other materials intended
primarily for teaching. These materials are generally available through the local school
district.
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The Library generally does not purchase genealogical materials, except as they relate to
local and state history, in general. We do, however, encourage the donation of family
genealogies-in-progress and will assist those seeking genealogical information. These
materials will be kept in our Vermont Room collection for use by others in the Library
only.

Materials for the blind and visually impaired are available from the Special Services Unit
of the Vermont Department of Libraries. Whiting Library has developed a small
collection of large print books and audio books.

Budgetary considerations must always influence the Librarian's selection of materials.
Because we are supported by tax dollars and private donations, we feel a duty to be
responsive to public demands. At the same time, however, the Library's collection should
be as broad and balanced as possible. Using professional training, selection tools and
accepted standards, the Librarian has the ultimate responsibility for selecting materials
that satisfy current demand and/or enhance the Library's collection as a whole.

4. Procedure for Selection, including Gifts and Removal

The Librarian uses professional judgment based on understanding of community needs
and knowledge of authors and publishers. The Librarian is aided by professional reviews,
standard lists of basic works, recommendations of professional journals, and
bibliographic essays prepared by specialists.

Gifts of books and other materials will be accepted on the condition, that the Librarian may
select those items needed for the collection, under criteria above, and dispose of
unwanted items as is deemed best. The Library does not normally accept items with
restrictions on their use, display, or disposal or which necessitate special handling. The
Librarian and staff are available to make suggestions for donations of books and
periodicals or support of particular authors. At the discretion of the Librarian, a gift of
money for the purchase of a specific item may be accepted.

Upon giving the materials to the Library, the donor relinquishes all ownership and control
of and over it.

The Library does not give monetary evaluations or appraisals for tax or any other
purpose. The Librarian will, if requested, provide a written acknowledgement of receipt
of the gift.

Material which is no longer useful in the light of stated objectives will be periodically and
systematically removed from the collection by the Librarian. Periodical subscriptions may
be discontinued after examining circulation, alternate publications available at the
Library, cost, and relevance to the collection.

5. Censorship and Challenged Materials

The Library will resist efforts to force inclusion of proselytizing works representing political,
economic, moral, religious, or other positions when these materials do not conform to the
selection policies.
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In no case will material be excluded from the collection because of the author's race,
nationality, or political or religious views.

Materials serving the purposes of the Library and chosen in accordance with the
Selection Criteria, set forth in this Policy, will not be removed from the collection
because of pressure by groups or individual’s expressing disapproval.

The responsibility for children's reading rests with their parents or guardians. Selection
of materials will not be restricted by the possibility that children may have access to
materials considered by others to be inappropriate.

If a Library patron wishes to challenge the inclusion of a particular item in the
collection, the patron must submit to the Librarian a written form, "Request for
Reconsideration of Library Material" (see attached).

The Librarian will then carry out the following steps:

a) Inform the Board of Trustees of the challenge.

b) Read and examine materials referred to in the complaint.

c) Check general acceptance of the materials by reputable and unbiased selection
aids.

d) Form an opinion based on the material as a whole and not on passages taken
out of context.

e) Exercise final judgment, based on the Selection Criteria and other principles
above.

f) Meet with the patron and explain the judgment.

If the patron desires, the Board of Trustees will review the challenge process to
determine if the complaint has been subject to the procedure listed in this section.




